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A Stewardship Meditation . . . 

That’s Service? 

We often think of serving in terms of Matthew 25: supplying food and clothing; caring for the 

sick, incarcerated and other “least of these” members of society — serving Jesus in the process. 

But we also can serve him with our unique talents and by doing things we love.  

 

For example, Ged King, a barber in England, devotes some of his time off to giving homeless 

people free haircuts. Imagine Jesus saying, “For my hair was long and scraggly, and you cut it” — 

or “My heart was lonely, and you played music to lift my spirits. I could no longer read small 

print, and you read to me. I have to work two jobs, and you invited my child to spend afternoons 

crafting with you. My car broke down, and you repaired it.” Then the King will say, “Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father … whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:34, 40, NIV).    

 

Sunday School      9:00 am 
 
Adult Bible Class   9:00 am 
 
Worship               10:00 am 
(Holy Communion on 1st   
        and 3rd Sundays) 

Sunday Morning Worship 
Service 

with 
Pastor Oddi 

 
KNIM 1580 AM or 95.9 FM 

9:00 am to 9:30 am 

 

What Does It Mean to Be A Lutheran? 
 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has created a number of resources related to the 

Reformation.  Here is an excerpt from an essay found on their website about what it means to 

be a Lutheran. 
 

Being a Lutheran is being a person who believes the truths of God’s Word, the Holy Bible, as 

they are correctly explained and taught in the Book of Concord. To do so is to confess the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. Genuine Lutherans, confessional Lutherans, dare to insist that “All 

doctrines should conform to the standards [the Lutheran Confessions] set forth above. Whatever 

is contrary to them should be rejected and condemned as opposed to the unanimous declaration 

of our faith” (FC Ep. RN, 6). 
 

Such a statement may strike some as boastful. But it is not; rather, it is an expression of the 

Spirit-led confidence that moves us to speak of our faith before the world. 
 

To be a confessional Lutheran is to be one who honors the Word of God. That word makes it 

clear that it is God’s desire for His church to be in agreement about doctrine, and to be of one 

mind, living at peace with one another (1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 13:11). It is for that reason that we 

so treasure the precious confession of Christian truth that we have in the Book of Concord. For 

Confessional Lutherans, there is no other collection of documents, or statements or books that 

so clearly, accurately and comfortingly presents the teachings of God’s Word and reveals the 

Biblical Gospel as does our Book of Concord. 
 

Hand-in-hand with our commitment to pure teaching and confession of the faith, is, and always 

must be, our equally strong commitment to reaching out boldly with the Gospel and speaking 

God’s truth to the world. That is what “confession” of the faith is all about, in the final analysis. 

Indeed, “It is written: I believed; therefore I have spoken.’ With that same spirit of faith we also 

believe and therefore speak” (2 Cor. 4:13). This is what it means to be a Lutheran. 
 

Source:  http://lutheranreformation.org/theology/what-is-a-lutheran/ 

 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%201.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%2013.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%204.13
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Sunday, April 9 – Sunday School/Bible Class, 9:00 am 

                              Palm Sunday Worship with  

                              Holy Communion, 10:00 

Wednesday, April 12 – Holy Week Fellowship Breakfast 

                                      7:00 am – 9:00 am 

Thursday, April 13 – Maundy Thursday Worship with 

                                   Holy Communion – 7:00 pm 

Friday, April 14 – Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

                              7:00 pm 
 

 
 

 

Sunday, April 16 

  7:00 am – Sunrise Service with Communion 

  8:00 am – Easter Breakfast 

  9:00 am – Sunday School for the Children 

10:00 am – Easter Worship with Communion 

Our Sunday Servants 

 

 

 
 

4/2   – Linda Myers       4/16 (7) – Linda Myers 
4/5   – Linda Myers               (10) – Linda Myers 
4/9   – Pam Shannon    4/23 – Linda Myers 
4/13 – Pam Shannon    4/30 – Pam Shannon 
4/14 – Pam Shannon           
  
 

 
 

4/2   – D. Biermann   4/16 (7) – Pam Myers 
4/5   – J. Memken              (10) – The Brunnerts 
4/9   – The Whiteds   4/23 – The Roushs 
4/13 – The Abbotts    4/30 – The Papperts 
 
  

 
 

4/2   – Ralph Walsh 
           Jonathon Roush        
4/5   – Jean Memken        
4/9   – Smiley Oltman 
           Dick Fairclough     
4/13 – Royce & Jan Duncan       
4/14 – Royce & Jan Duncan 
4/16 (7) – Terry & Lisa Ewing  
        (10) – Karl & Linda Ritterbusch    
4/23 – Frank & Judy Leyhe 
4/30 – Dean Biermann 
           Michael Mandrick 
      
 

 
 

4/2   – Liz Mandrick  
4/9   – Pastor Oddi 
4/16    (7) – Mary Ann Zanzie 
           (10) – Kim Hullinger  
4/23 – Chaim Jenkins 
4/30 – Lesley Oddi 
 

Our Sunday Servants 

Looking for a Good Buy? 
 

 

  At Hope Lutheran Church 

This is what our 
church basement 

looks like a full 

week before the 
Rummage Sale.  

Thank you all for 

donating so many 

things for this sale.  

Be sure to stop by 
next Friday or 

Saturday and pick 

up a few bargains! 
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The LWML met on Tuesday, March 7, 2017 starting at 7:00 PM.  Hostess Marcia 

Droegemueller served a lime pudding dessert, delicate sandwiches, magic bars, mixed 

nuts, green jelly beans, green punch and coffee.   

 

President Pam Myers called the meeting to order at 7:20 PM and Pastor Oddi opened the 

meeting with prayer.  The ingathering was for the Community Services Energy Fund.  

No new members were present but we did have a guest - Tim Evans from our Lutheran 

Campus Center. 

 

Birthday greeting were extended to Marcia Droegemueller (2nd), Pam Myers (12th), 

Marie Walsh (16th), Joan Tullberg (23rd), Gladys Ritterbusch (25th). 

 

Tim Evans led a devotion on the Armor of God which he is going to present on Sunday 

for the Children’s message. We need to wear the helmet of salvation, boots of readiness 

given by the Gospel, belt of truth and the breastplate of righteousness.  Paul tells us to 

cover ourselves everyday with these items. 

 

Minutes from the February 7th meeting were approved as printed.  Virginia McNair 

presented the Treasurer’s report which was placed on file for review.  Treasurer Virginia 

McNair reported that the current balance is $986.54.  The Love gift fund has $127.03.  

Church Mites since June are $443.42. 

 

The St. Joseph Zone Spring Rally will be at St. Paul, St. Joseph, MO on Saturday, April 

22, 2017.  The LWML National Convention will be in Albuquerque, NM on June 22-25, 

2017.  The theme is “Jesus Christ Above All”.  Zone President Carol Sharp is the Zone 

Delegate and the Alternate Delegate is Twyla Hazen.   

 

The annual Rummage Sale is chaired by Phyllis Abbott, Marilyn Bettis and Pam Myers.  

The sale will be held Friday, March 31 and Saturday, April 1.  Advertisements will be 

through radio, newspaper and Swap Shop.  Signup sheets were passed around. We will 

have 2 check out tables as in the past as well as 2 other tables for people to place items 

while they shop for more.  Pam has a popcicle stick system we will use to keep track of 

these piles.  We have lots of items due to moves by Smiley Oltman, the Cronins, Harriet 

Howard and the Brunnerts.  Phyllis raised the question if we should have the sale on 

Thursday as well.  After discussion, we decided not to pursue.  We also decided to leave 

the big furniture items in the garage and ask the men to sit out there and manage.  Buyers 

will need to bring the price tag inside to pay and men will put sold on the items.  We will 

ask for volunteers to set up tables after church on March 19th.  Sunday, March 26th, 

volunteers will meet at 4 to move boxes from the garage to the church basement.  Tim 

Evans volunteered the LCC men to help.  We will have pizza for the workers from Pizza 

Hut.  Liz made a motion for the LWML to purchase the pizzas.  Pat Bobzien made the 

2nd.  Motion passed. 

 

No items are to be purchased and removed from the garage sale until Wednesday 

evening provided that all price marking is complete.  Need a volunteer to put up the sign.  

Pam will ask Marie and Ralph Walsh as they have done this in past years.  Jean Memken 

will put the request for volunteers for the 19th and 25th in the bulletin.   

                   (Continued on Page 4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rummage Sale and Receptions Coming Up for LWML  
 

4/2   -  Jessika  Poppa 

4/4   -  Janet  Kleist 

4/5   -  Gary Bobzien 

4/7   -  Dorothy Biermann 

4/7   -  Eric Goudge 

4/8   -  Saralee Cacek 

4/10 -  Twyla Hazen 

4/13 -  Tim Laubscher 

4/13 -  Art White 

4/14 -  Ian Ewing 

4/18 -  Joyce Cronin 

4/21 -  Kennedy Strauch 

4/27 -  Salena Condray 
 

 

April 13, 2017, 5:00 pm 

 - Phyllis Abbott 

 - Jean Memken 

 

 

 
 

4/6   - Pastor Dave & Lesley Oddi 

4/28 - Pam & John Myers 
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From the Heart 
 

Rummage Sale and Receptions Coming Up for LWML 
(Continued from Page 3) 

 

We will also post the signup sheets in the back of the church and announce that if any congregation members would like to help, we 

would love to have them join us.  

 

We had some discussion on Love Gift suggestions from the last meeting but made no decisions.  Ladies were asked to bring more 

ideas on purchasing items for the church at the next meeting.  The small fall banner idea was removed from the list because the banner 

sale is over.  We also removed from the list the Country style sink and high touch faucet we were looking to place in the basement 

kitchen where the space was left for a dishwasher.  We are removing because the 23 x 23 space is not a standard sink size and a sink to 

fit could not be found.  We also removed the purchase potting soil for palms as Liz Mandrick will donate.  Still on the list are the 

following items:  1) a new small table where we use to put trays on for our soup supper.  The table there is old and crooked.  It is not 

able to be repaired.  Maybe 30”x20” or 48”x24”. 2) New towel dispensers in both the men and women bathrooms on the main floor.  It 

is difficult to get the towels out of the dispensers.  3) New picture for space just outside if the office door.  Larry Abbott removed the 

old map picture and replaced with a temporary one.  Jean had some examples of some pictures of Jesus painted by an artist from Des 

Moines who graduated from NWMSU.  Members marked their favorites.  Price for the print and frame will be around $100. 

 

Quilt tying for the year is complete with the ladies reaching their goal of 30 completed quilts. 

 

Ideas for getting new members and promotion of LWML was tabled until the next meeting. 

 

Health kits for Lent – Jean Memken gave an update of our Health Kits for Lent promotion.  She reported that we collected 21 

toothbrushes the first week and $33 in donations.   

 

The LCC is sponsoring a Burger Bar on Wednesday, March 15 at 5:30.  Money collected will go to support their adopted child. 

 

Bills were paid to Pam Myers for mailing Valentine boxes. Plans were made for several receptions coming up.  The confirmation 

reception for Leanna Roush will be May 7 with volunteers Jean Memken, Pat Bobzien, Liz Mandrick and Pam Myers will be back up.  

The high school graduation reception for Felicia Sheil will be May 14 with volunteers Twyla Hazen, Jean Memken, Pam Myers and 

Liz Mandrick.  The NWMSU graduation reception for Tim Evans and Brad Smith will be April 23 with the LCC board of Marie 

Walsh, Pam Myers and Lisa Ewing serving. 

 

Jean Memken and Twyla Hazen reported from the Spring LWMLL Zone board meeting that we will not have a fall workshop which is 

usually in October but rather enjoy the Reformation celebrations around our zone/circuit.  There will be a Lenten morning breakfast 

during Holy Week on Wednesday, April 12 from 7-9am.  Jean Memken and Pam Myers are making plans.  

 

Pam Myers and Marie Walsh gave a report on the Easter flower display.  They received bids for plants with 5-6 blooms from HyVee 

and Maryville Florists. Phyllis Abbott made a motion to purchase from HyVee for $12.  Marsha Droegemueller made the 2nd.  Motion 

passed. 

 

Correspondence was received from Ian Ewing thanking us for the Valentine goodies. We also received a flyer from Orphan Grain 

train, the Seminary Guild and a request for a donation for the 75th anniversary celebration of the LWML. 

 

Shepherd’s kitchen volunteers for March 9 are Pam Myers and Carolyn Henry. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for April 4, 2017.  Hostess is Liz Mandrick.  Guest speakers are Tim, Brad Smith and Zach from the 

LCC about their trip to Washington DC.  The February ingathering is for the Lutheran Campus Center. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 with members standing and saying the Lord’s Prayer.—Twyla Hazen, LWML Secretary 
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Do you have a list of 

questions that you would like 

to ask God?  I attended a 

Bible Class on Sunday 

mornings when I was a 

young woman and the pastor 

leading it was very good at 

eliciting discussion and 

questions from those in 

attendance.  Whenever a 

question came up that he 

couldn’t answer, he would 

always say, “Well, that’s one 

to put on the list.”  In other 

words, only God knows the 

answer to that question. 

 

In my daily Bible reading, I 

came across a discussion of 

“first” questions in the Bible, 

and it was really quite 

interesting.  Here’s a little 

quiz to see if you know your 

Bible questions. 

 

1. What is the first 

question in the Bible 

and who asked it? 

 

Answer:  It doesn’t take long 

for a question to appear in 

the Bible.  In Genesis 3, we 

read the first question:  “Did 

God really say, ‘You must 

not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?”  Who said it?  

That wily serpent, tempting 

Eve to commit the first sin.  

In this account, the serpent is 

only referred to as a “crafty 

wild animal.”  But we know 

that serpent as the Devil, and 

isn’t it just appropriate that 

he asks the first question 

known to mankind.  Guess 

what?  He’s still a master of 

questioning, sowing seeds of 

doubt in people’s minds and 

urging them to reject God’s 

love and care.  That is 

exactly what happened to 

Adam and Eve after he asked 

this first question.  Think 

about it.  They had 

EVERYTHING God could 

give them.  Not only all the 

earthly comforts, but the 

assurance that God would 

care for them and love them.  

One question from the devil 

and all the earthly pleasures 

are gone.  God’s love 

prevails, but that first 

question caused the fall of 

mankind, and serves as a 

great lesson for us today that 

we should be wary of 

Satan’s questions that try to 

undermine our faith. 

 

2. What is the first question 

asked by God? 

 

Answer:  Okay, so God 

knows everything and 

doesn’t really need to ask 

questions, but he does ask a 

question early on in the 

Bible, and just like the 

previous question, it’s a 

great lesson to all of us.  

God’s question comes not 

long after the serpent’s 

query.  He calls out, “Where 

are you?” to Adam and Eve 

after they committed the first 

sin and tried to hide 

themselves from God 

because they were so 

ashamed.  That is a question 

not just to Adam and Eve, 

but to us as well.  “Where 

are you?” God asks us.  Just 

like the parable of the lost 

sheep, when we stray, God 

goes searching.  He doesn’t 

want any of us to fall away, 

and as He promised Adam 

and Eve, he has restored our 

relationship with Him 

through His Son. 

 

3. What is the first question 

asked by a human 

being? 

Answer:  Not surprisingly, 

the first question uttered by a 

human in the Bible is all 

about personal 

responsibility.  “Am I my 

brother’s keeper?” asks 

Cain, when God inquires 

about his brother Abel.  Isn’t 

it just so human to wonder 

“what’s it to me?”  Sadly, we 

are still asking this question 

today.  “Do I have a 

responsibility for others?”  

“Why should I worry about 

other people’s problems?”  

“What’s in it for me?”  I 

think God included this part 

of history in His word to 

remind us that the answer to 

this question is always YES.  

He challenges us to love our 

neighbor as ourselves.  Yes, 

we are most definitely our 

brother’s keeper. 

 

4. What is the first 

question in New 

Testament? 

 

Answer:  Predictably, it is 

about Jesus.  And also about 

God’s goodness.   In 

Matthew, we read the 

question from the wise men, 

“Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews?”  

Jesus was the one to fulfill 

all of God’s promises.  The 

wise men wanted to find him 

and worship him.  Jesus is 

God’s love and goodness 

personified, come to earth 

as a baby in Bethlehem.  

What a beautiful question 

reminder at the start of the 

New Testament of how we 

should consider Jesus in our 

own lives today.  At 

Christmastime, we often 

see the phrase, “Wise men 

still seek Him.”  I’d like to 

think that includes “wise 

women” as well. 

 

A side note:  The first 

question in the Psalms is 

about Jesus, too.  In Psalm 

2, David asks, “Why do the 

nations conspire and the 

peoples plot in vain?”  He 

goes on to say the kings of 

the earth plot against the 

“Anointed One.”  A 

prophesy of Holy Week, no 

less. 

 

I was reading a Bible 

commentary that included a 

story about the British 

philosopher C.E.M Joad.  

He had been raised a 

Christian, but fell away 

from God in college and did 

not consider himself a 

Christian.  

 

 (Continued on Page 6) 

 

First Questions and Answers 
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Come to the LWML Rummage Sale!  

 

Bargains Galore!!  
 
Furniture:  King-size sleigh style bed and two 
other pieces; twin bed rails, bunk bed, kitchen 
table set, book cases, chest of drawers,  
 

Also, lots of housewares, clothing and shoes, 
toys, books, electronics, Christmas decorations 
(including a tree!), bedding, jewelry, Avon, etc. 
 

Something for everyone, so come and buy! 
 

All proceeds go to missions! 

 

 

 First Questions and Answers 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 

He was once asked if he could meet any person 

from the past and ask them just one question, who 

would it be and what would he ask?  He replied that 

he would like to ask Jesus Christ the “most 

important question in the world”:  “Did you or did 

you not rise from the dead?”   Eventually, pondering 

that question led Joad back to His Lord, and he 

wrote a book about the return of his faith in Christ.   

 

As Christians, we don’t need to need to ask that 

question as we already know the answer.  The 

answer is the reason we rest assured that God’s 

goodness is ours; He loves us and because of that 

love, we gladly love our neighbors and take the 

responsibility of helping others. It is the reason we 

rejoice on Easter morning and really every Sunday 

when we gather in God’s House.  Holy Week is 

approaching, and we will hear Christ’s question, 

“My God, My God, why have your forsaken me?”  

But thanks to Jesus’ sacrifice, we can gladly bring 

back the “Alleluias” on Easter morning and rejoice 

knowing there is no question about how we spend 

our eternity.  YES, Christ is risen!  He is risen 

indeed!  Easter Blessings to all of you!!—jm    

 

Holy Week Breakfast 

Fellowship 
 

Once again, the LWML, this year along with 

the Reformation Committee, has decided to 

sponsor a fellowship breakfast on Wednesday, 

April 12, from 7:00 am to 9:00 am.  Come and 

enjoy breakfast and bring along a friend or co-

worker.  There will be plenty of coffee, good 

food, and great fellowship, and maybe even a 

few Reformation revelations!  So put it on your 

calendar and plan to join us for breakfast! 
 

Who:    You and your friends and co-workers 

What:   Holy Week Breakfast Fellowship 

When:  Wednesday, April 12, 7:00 am – 9:00 am 

Where:  Hope Lutheran Church  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Forsaken For Us 
 

Church reformer Martin Luther considered Jesus’ cry from the cross, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46) as 

“the greatest words in all of Scripture,” writes Timothy Keller. 

In Walking With God Through Pain and Suffering (Penguin Books), 

Keller notes, “Luther knew personally about what he 

called Anfectungen, a word that means the ‘assaults’ that the world, the 

flesh and the devil make on human beings through the evils and suffering 

of life.”  

 

Jesus suffered Anfectungen “in infinite degrees, beyond anything any 

other human being will ever experience,” Keller writes. And he did it all 

for us. As Luther said, “In Christ, the God-forsaken sinner has a Savior 

who has taken on himself the full depths of human estrangement from 

God — and overcome it.” 
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Martin Luther, his Diatribe on Free 

Will, Erasmus elevated versatility to a 
theological virtue. In rebuttal Luther 

wrote, Bondage of the Will, where he 

regarded theological inconstancy as a 

damnable vice. Even in his old age, 

Luther would consider this work one 

of his greatest achievements.  

 

For Erasmus, true Christianity 

consisted of an ethical philosophy of 

Christ — following Christ by 

conforming to His behavior, 

exhibiting love and maintaining peace. 

As such, Erasmus presents free will as 

something unimportant and uncertain. 

For Luther, Erasmus’ theological 

waffling was nothing less than 

sacrilege. Where Scripture has spoken 

clearly, the theologian must make 

assertions. The theologian must assert, 

along with the Holy Spirit, that man’s 

will is bound to sin and there is 

nothing he can contribute to his 

salvation, except that he is saved by 

God’s grace alone in the person and 

work of Christ Jesus.  

 

Early in the course of the 

Reformation, a number of young 

humanists such as Martin Bucer were 

attracted to the Reformation and saw 

in Luther another Erasmus. Both had 

even expressed admiration of each 

other. Like Erasmus, Luther had 

criticized indulgences, monasticism 

and other abuses in the church and 

advocated for a return to original 

sources. For Luther, this meant a 

return to the Bible. In fact, Luther 

based his German translation of the 

New Testament on Erasmus’ critical 

version of the Greek New Testament. 

But whereas Luther was a man of 

vocation, bound to his call to serve as 

a doctor of the church and who took 

seriously his duty to teach the Word of 

God, Erasmus, released from his 

monastic vows by a dispensation from 

the pope, lived a transient life that 

reflected his values of academic 

freedom and independence. 

 

Erasmus’ influence during his own 

lifetime began to wane as Luther 

became more popular. Today he is 

most known for his humorous satire, 

Faces of the Reformation 
 

Before Luther, There 

Was . . . 
 

 
 

This month you get a “two for one” 

when it comes to faces of the 

Reformation.  In their own ways, these 

two men influenced Luther and his 

ideas.  Pictured above is Desiderius 

Erasmus of Rotterdam, and our second 

featured face is Jan Hus.—jm    

 

Illegitimately born, Desiderius 

Erasmus of Rotterdam was educated 

at various parochial schools in the 

Netherlands and forced by poverty 

into monasticism. An appointment as 

secretary to the archbishop of Cambrai 

enabled him to study at the University 

of Paris. Thereafter, he taught in 

Cambridge, England, among other 

places; took a doctorate in Turin; and 

worked for a publisher in Basel. To 

preserve this freedom, Erasmus — 

pressured by the pope to do so — 

attacked Luther.  

 

“As changeable as a chameleon” 

appears in a book of adages by the 

humanist Erasmus. He explained that 

the adage was used by the ancients to 

describe someone who is inconstant 

and changes to suit his audience.  

 

Surprisingly, then, in his introduction 

to the New Testament, Erasmus used 

the word “chameleon” to describe the 

apostle Paul, who was “all things to all 

men.” He introduces versatility as a 

virtue to be imitated, and imitate it he 

did. In his opening volley against 

especially his In Praise of Folly. Yet, 

he was a hero for many philosophers 

during the Enlightenment, and his 

version of an ethically oriented, 

tolerant and doctrinally ambiguous 

Christianity has gained traction. 

Erasmus’ legacy continues to present 

an alternative that is attractive to our 

sinful nature, a legacy that elevates 

human freedom and robs Christ of His 

glory. 
  

 
 

 
 

Jan Hus was born in the village of 

Husinec in Bohemia around 1373. 

Although he was born into a poor 

family, Hus spent much of his early 

life at the University of Prague, where 

he received his Bachelor of Arts 

(1393), Bachelor of Theology (1394) 

and Master of Arts degrees (1396). 

After graduating, he continued to serve 

there as a lecturer and finally as rector 

of the university in 1402. He was 

ordained as a priest in 1400 and began 

preaching at Bethlehem Chapel in the 

common language, which was Czech.  

 

His preaching was popular, especially 

among the nobility. Hus could have 

lived out his life as a professor and 

favored preacher in Prague, but that 

life would have gone against God’s 

truth found in the Scriptures. Hus’ 

ideas were greatly influenced by the 

writings of John Wycliffe, an English 

scholar and theologian of the 14th 

century, whose teachings stressed the 

sole authority of Scripture. Hus took a 

stand opposing the many abuses he 

saw in the Roman Catholic Church,  

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Transfiguration Revisited 
 

We have another bulletin cover that caught my eye and you 

have it in your hands today.  I was intrigued by the artist’s 

depiction of the Transfiguration and so I went searching to see 

if I could find out anything about this interesting painting. 
 

When I first saw the painting, I thought it was done in the 

mannerism style, which was prevalent during the High 

Renaissance, at about the same time of the Reformation, the 

early1500s.  But this painting on our bulletin is actually much 

more contemporary.  It was completed in 1860 by an Austrian 

artist named Franz Josef Dobiaschofsky.  It currently hangs in 

the Altlerchenfelder Church in Vienna. 
 

Not much is known about 

Dobiaschofsky, and his 

name is not listed among 

the more prominent painters 

of the 19th century.  He was 

born in Austria and his 

father was a dressmaker.  

He attended the Viennese 

Academy of Fine Arts and 

later in his life, he was a 

professor of painting there.  

He was known primarily 

for his religious paintings.  

He painted several 

altarpieces for churches in 

Vienna and quite a few 

other religious paintings.  

He also did some genre 

pieces of local scenes and 

some frescoes for the 

imperial court.  It seems he 

spent most of his life in 

Vienna, although he did 

once visit Rome, which 

might have influenced his 

work. 
 

What caught my eye with 

this painting was the 

interesting symbolism the 

artist employed.  For one, 

Jesus is wearing a red tunic.  

If you recall, the Bible says 

Jesus’ clothes appeared as 

white as the light, so that 

red robe seemed out of 

place.  But, as you can see, 

it is covered by a white 

drape over his shoulder.  

Perhaps the artist was 

symbolizing how Jesus took 

our sins upon himself (the 

blood-red robe) and by His 

death covered them so that 

we appear as white as 

snow.  Reflections on the 

book of Revelation, 

perhaps?  The artist also 

òWhen Jesus went to the cross, he got crucified 

and Satan got nailed!ó  

                                              ñDr. Harry Wendt  

Before Luther, There Was . . . 
(Continued from page 7) 

 

such as simony (the act of selling church offices or roles), the 

sale of indulgences (granting remission of sins in purgatory for a 

price) and pilgrimages to view relics. Hus’ stance created many 

enemies amid his fellow clergy, and he soon became embroiled 

in a political controversy in the church.  

 

In December 1409, Pope Alexander V issued a papal bull 

ordering the suppression of Wycliffe’s writings and forbidding 

preaching in chapels. Hus refused to stop preaching to his 

parishioners and was excommunicated and later forced to leave 

Prague in 1412. He spent much of his time in exile writing and 

translating the Bible into the Bohemian language. The time of 

Hus’ exile was brought to an end by the Council of Constance. 

A decision about the supposed heresy of Hus in following 

Wycliffe was to be made by this council. Despite being granted 

safe passage to Constance, Hus left Bohemia for the first time in 

his life expecting he could be going to his death.  

 

After a month in Constance, Hus was imprisoned on Nov. 28. 

He appeared before the Council at Constance several times, 

unwilling to recant and unable to fully defend his stance. The 

final hearing was on June 8, 1415. On July 6, 1415, Hus was 

sentenced to death as a heretic and turned over to the secular 

authorities to be burned at the stake. Following his death, his 

ashes were thrown into the Rhine.  

 

Hus sparked reform in his homeland of Bohemia 100 years 

before Martin Luther did the same in Germany. His convictions 

centered on following God’s truth, which was found only in the 

Scriptures — an idea that influenced Luther. Many parallels are 

evident in the lives of Hus and Luther. They were both from 

poor, peasant families; bold preachers of the Gospel; and 

popular with members of the nobility. Both condemned the 

immorality of the clergy and the corrupt practices in the church, 

and each one worked on translating the Bible into the common 

language of his homeland while in exile. Most of all, however, 

both Hus and Luther inspired reform movements that could not 

be stopped. 
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-- Ashley Riley and Vanessa Pappert 

have been elected officers of the Jefferson 
High School FFA Chapter.  They will be 
installed at the May FFA Banquet.  
Congratulations! 
 
--Good news from the Mid-America 
Tumbling Society (M.A.T.S.) Championship 
Meet at Avila University, Kansas City, MO 
on March 5.   Allison Riley placed 3rd and 
Andrea Riley placed 7th in their respective 
age groups.  Great job, girls!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 

 
 

  

Did You Know? 

Good Advice 
 

Here are some responses from older adults when asked the question, 

“What advice do you have for the next generation when they retire?” 

 

 Plan for it. 
 

 To me life is like the back nine in golf.  Sometimes I play better, 

sometimes I don’t. 
 

 The older I get, I seed to enjoy these days of living. 
 

 Don’t hang on to the past; seek today to experience something new. 
 

 Sense God’s presence and then experience His love in Jesus. 
 

 You must learn day by day to broaden your outlook on life. 
 

 I live my life and I don’t worry about my age. 
 

 I take life more calmly.  I say, “This too shall pass!” 
 

 It is easier to get forgiveness rather than permission. 
 

 My approach to life – I may fall, but my goal in life is to get up every 

time I fall. 
 

 I pray more often than I did. 
 

 I am blessed – still vertical, still verbal, still vibrant. 
 

 Hold fast to time; use it carefully. 
 

 I feel young in heart, young in spirit, even though I am older. 

 
 

--Compiled by Pastor Walt Schoedel, Lutheran Senior Services 

 

 

Perfect Attendance 
 

The church choir director was frustrated because at least one member 

was missing from each Easter cantata rehearsal. At the final rehearsal, he 

announced, “I wish to publicly thank the tenor for being the only choir 

member to attend every rehearsal.”  

 

“It’s the least I could do,” said the tenor, “since I won’t be here for 

Easter.”  

 

 Allison and Andrea Riley after their 
prize-winning performances! 


